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The Importance of Cartridge Filter Maintenance
With the recent slowdown caused by the COVID–19 pandemic, many drycleaners have put
their drycleaning equipment into shutdown/storage mode until business resumes. One
item that is often overlooked when shutting a machine down are the cartridge filters.
When shutting a machine down for an extended period, the correct procedure is to
remove cartridge filters from the machine. It is important to note here that you should
always review the manufacturer’s guide for shutting down and restarting a machine and
cleaning individual components, follow all regulatory guidelines and wear appropriate
protective gear.
Not removing filters during machine shutdown can result in corrosion forming on the filter,
to the point that the filter ruptures, releasing carbon into the solvent and depositing on
garments when cleaning. This corrosion is very similar to what you may experience when
you are not properly bleeding the air from the cartridge housing when using the machine
on a regular basis or if you are not keeping enough solvent in the machine to fill the filter
housings. Air gets into the filter housing, leaving part of the filter exposed to this oxygen
and resulting in rapidly causing corrosion to the cartridge.
This corrosion can result in several costly problems, from garment damage to severe
rusting of the filter housing that results in the need to replace the filter housing on
the machine. Here is an example of what can happen to a cartridge. You can see the
beginning stages of corrosion starting to appear on the filter. (Exhibit A)

Exhibit A

Exhibit B

Exhibit B is a photo of another filter that is also corroding. In this case, the filter was left
in the machine for too long of a period while still in operation. The result was the plugging
and collapse of the filter. Luckily, this filter hadn’t ruptured, spilling carbon into the
machine.
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Ideally, all cartridge filters should be removed if shutting down a machine for an extended
period of time or putting a machine into storage. If you are in a situation in which you
did not remove the cartridges and are going to be restarting your machine up soon, it is
highly recommended to replace the filters in the machine with new filters prior to restart.
If you have noticed in the past that your all-carbon filters are corroded or collapsed (as
shown in Exhibits A and B) while operating your machine in a normal production capacity,
you will want to change them more frequently. The recommended mileage is 1000-1200
lbs. per carbon-core cartridge and 2500 lbs. (or when dye cannot be controlled) per allcarbon cartridge.
Lastly, your filters should not come apart when you are trying to remove them from the
machine. You risk spilling carbon all over the person changing them, the floor and inside
the filter housing on the machine. Also, you should not be seeing granular carbon in the
button trap of your drycleaning machine. These are not normal occurrences and signal
that the cartridge filter is not performing properly.
If you experience these things, you should consider using a better quality cartridge filter
such as the Puritan® brand and change your filters at a proper interval.
For further questions about machine maintenance and operating procedures, please
contact your equipment manufacturer.
For process or product related questions, please contact our technical service
department at 1-800-4STREET or techsupport@4streets.com.
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